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Main picture: 1he limited-

wdilion Midusa, (19,300, by
Riissian ﬂi‘.l'l'l! f Liana
varoilaviky, incorporabes a
Murama Crysial Chandelier by
Archissedie Seguso. Right:
Vareslaviky™s La Lond, 14,500,
Designers are casting a new eye on
the humble coffee table as an artful
centrepiece with serious wow factor.
Nicole Swengley reports.
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tables (From €12,000) with surreal,
collage-like interiors, While
Yaroalavsky's confections, such as
Médusa {pictured on opening page],
seemn more akin to contemporary artworks, thiey

are perfectly practical. And some would say it's high
time the humble coffee table had an hawte couture
miakeover, For years it's boen considered an esential yet
unexciting element of our interiors and has consequently
been neglected by desipners, Mow that's changing. “For
me, a coffee table is like an ant piece and should be more
of a room's centrepiece than a soba,” Yaroalavsky says.
And her latest design, La Luna (pictured on opening
page, € 14,5007, is a tour de borce. In a historic technique
called “pullepose”, a mouth-blown Murano glass
sphere is infused with air bubbles to create a
mirrored effect on the inside. The shimmery,

gilvery “mon’, which sits within a rectangle of

chear plass, looks as if it has just dropped from the sky.

Eaxch of Yaroslosky's designs takes between two and
four months to make. “Either 1
harve an wdea, sketch i our and
then arrange to have the
elements made,” she says. “Or
| encounter an object and wse
that as a starting point. For L'O
I had the lintle glass bublles
made by a master craftsman in
Murano, For Decadence, | found an 18th-century
Swedish chandelier and a Mapoleon 111 tapestry in a flea
market and realised the swiding shapes and colowrs
would work well together. [ use different materials each
i bt the final result is always surprising,”

Indeed, her main challenge lies in finding gravity-
defying technical solutions, The design called
Decadence (€31,000, a one-off piece) has a seemingly
unsupported braided crystal chandelier rising through
the tabletop, while 02 Variations is filled with
apparently floating Murano glass balls. And in Pluie
(E18,000) a storm of crystal drops, fined 1o ﬁu:ipi."r'ld.l:‘!:l
translucent pendants, creates = when illuminated - the
effect of rain. Pluie and O2 Variations are available as
smaller ciroular side-tables voo (4,000 each).

Yaroalaveky is not alone in believing that a coffes
table can be both dramatic and practical. "It's an
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“For me, a coffee table is like an art piece
and should be more of a room’s centrepiece
than a sofa,” says Liana Yarostavsky.

unexploited vehicle for ar,” maintains d-:-;igmw
Migel Coates, His Wings table (pictured abowve,
£9.987, limited edition of 12) is supported by
three, intersecting wooden wings, carved and
silver-gilded by Italian artisans. The table, which
has a removable glass top, is produced by Italian
manufacturer Poltronova. 11's the latest addition

to Coates's Baroccabilly collection and is intended,
he says, to reberence rock-barogue maotifs (such as
leather jackets decorated with angels” wings) while
conveying notions of fragility and durahility.

Italian manufacturers have always been adept at
imbuing even the most functional pieces of furniture
with allure - and the contemporary coffee tables from
Beflex, whose bases are handmade from thick ribbons
of Murano glass, are no exception. Check out Ghibli
(pictured top left, from £1,469, at Anna Casa Interiors)

Clockwise from Dar beft: Ghibil

by Redlex, from £1,4:69. Techmsorat
Broacre coffee table, £55,000,

by Aelier vam Lbeshout. Wigel
Coabes” Wings table, £9,987,

with its corkscrew base, Epsilon (from £1,97%9) with a
curbed plass support, and Torsades (from £2,269)
upheld by a massive twist of clear glass. Meanwhile the
decorative, mouth-blown glass legs of Gran Canal (from
EL5E0) are inspired by the finials that wop the mooring
poles along the Grand Canal in Venice.
Glass lsn't the only material that
turns a practical coffes table
into a dramatic eye-catcher.
Take the limited-edition
Lathe tabde (pictured
overleaf, 13,500, from
Carpenters Workshop Gallery) by
Dutch designer Sebastian Brajkovic, This
circular, aluminium coffee table is literally created by
a lathe, which polishes as it carves the metal. Inspired
by a spinning top, the vortex of lines on its surface
echoes the moment when a top turning at speed no
lomger appears to be moving, The impression is of
simultaneous movement and stillness,
Bronze, marble and fibreglass, meanwhile, are all
used to striking effect in other limited editions at
Carpenters Workshop Gallery. Dem Bones (pictured
overleaf, £21,500), by American designer Wendell
Castle, is a curvaceously suggestive piece in
polychrome libreglass while the Technocrat Bronee
coffee table (E65,000, pictured above) by Dutch
collective Atelier van Lieshout has a 3-D surface that'z a
msche] of an imdustrial r||.'|.|:u'|'.l|.'1u|'ir'|3 plant. And for a
contemporary take on classical marbde, turn to British
artist Mare Quinn, whose Reef coffer tables (E58,750)
are raw chunks of pure white marble t‘n.-.].:l[ii'u“:r' inlaid
with green ming. pink Portuguese malachite, pink
rhodonite, honey onyx, agate and lapis lazuli.
Significantly, "It not just art collectors who are
buying but homeowners looking for interesting
designs,” says David Gill of Davdd Gill Galleries. He
cites a coffee table designed in 1961 by Yves Klein
in gold leaf, Perspex and glass (£21,150). “It's still
|:rl:||:H.j|;||:' because it adds glamour and glow to a room
and there's nothing else quite like it on the market,”
he abserves, Still, the same could be said for
contemporary designs such as Zaha Hadid's fluid,
polished aluminium Crater table (price on application)
and Mattia Bonetti's round, stainless-steel Yo-Yo table
(E56400). In the same spirit of material exploration
are the show-stoppers at vintage specialist Talisman.
Amber crystals glow beneath the lacquered surface
of a low, raw-edged, cedar-wood table dating from the
1950s (E5,7507), Then theres a glass-topped colfec
table designed by Karl Springer in the late 1970s that's
made of cork inlaid with a brass lattice (£3,600),
while another stunning Springer design is a simple,
inverted curve of veneered whalebone (E12,000},
“These are highly individual pleces which are more
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like artworks than utilitarian objects yet they're also
very practical” says Talisman owner Ken Bolan,

Contemporary designers, however, are intent on
pushing the boundaries of materials and shapes even
further. Istanbul-based Sechan Girkan has created
Mukarnas, a glass-topped, matte lacquered coffee table
{€£490) whose pointy, geometric legs play with
mathematical formulae, while Roberto Rida's limited
edition Tavola Basso Forziere (€38,000]) is covered in
amethyst mirror glass and decorated with transparent
cabochons. And British designer Mark Brazier-Jones's
new, limited-edition coffee table Atol (E16,5000,
unveiled by Lamberty at the Pavilion of Art & Design
in London in October, is cast in polished bronze or
aluminium. “The aim,” explains owner Andrew
Lamberty, was to create “an original and visually
arresting form that's sculptural and futuristic yet
organic - like coral from the sea, a mineral structure
or something from the forest - while holding a
connection to the lineage of classical furniture
evolution, [ think its the best thing Mark has done in
terms of combining form, materials and concept,”

Smart coffee tables were also in evidence at the
100% Disign exhibition in London this autumn,
Brazilian designer José Marton's signature acrylic
stripes were given a new twist in his dual-purpose
Hybrid collection with a vase sunk within the
coffee table’s surface (pictured above right, £3,237).
Similarly, Salvatore Indriolo’s lacquered steel Alling
table for Horm (€350 incorporates a LED vorchlight
in a support that extends above the table-top, while
the surface is a removable tray.

Mot everyone wanis a coffee table that behaves out of
character, however. Some merely require lots of low,
practical surfaces, which is why French hurniture
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Froam top to bottom:
Diemn Bomes, £21.500, by
wendell Castle. Jové
Martes's coffee table,
£3.237, part of his Hybrid
tolbection for Alle.

Lathe tabbe, E13,500, by
Sebastian Brajkovic.

manufacturer Ligne Roset offers a variety of very

low, sleck coffee tables with multiple surfaces. The
upper two tiers of Rotor (£1,483) and Strates (£1.443)
pivot out from both sides - handy for wine glasses or
coffec mugs. The flip-out concept is taken further in
Ligne Roset’s Translation (£1.752). Here, four oak-
veneered, upper surfaces are linked by a sliding
mechanism which, when pulled, reveal four lower
surfaces gleaming with glossy red lacquer.

Rotating leaves are also a feature of Spline (from
£1,746), a very low coffec table finished in oak or
lacquered veneer from the French manufacturer
Roche Bobois, Another of the company’s party pleces
is Decalo (E£2,119), whose architectural, cantilevered
surfaces resemble a miniature Modernist building,
Meanwhile Sismic (£1,539), a ceramic coffee table
with a twisted base, looks as if it is in the process of
being thrown on a potter’s wheel.

Roche Bobois has upped the glamour stakes with
its Sarawai and RBeversi cocktail tables. And note
the semantics, These designs are cleary intended
for glamorous stemware rather than mere coffee

“The renaissance in
cocktail-making has
brought a demand for
low lables that serve a
practical function
while making a strong
design statement.”

mugs. Sarawai (from £1,969) has two synchronised
rotating glass surfaces on a walnut base, while Reversi
(£1,523) is a Bauhaus-inspired grey glass table with

a single red laminated glass panel.

As Jennifer Barre, Roche Bobois’ UK marketing
manager, puts it: “The renaissance in cocktail-making
and lounge-lover-style parties has brought a demand for
low tables that serve a practical function while making
a strong design statement. These days, ‘coffee table’ is a
misnomer. People are far more likely to serve martinis
or caviar blinis on these chic, contemporary pleces” +

TURNING THE TABLES

Alle, 020-B588 0632 www,albidesign,combr and See Silvia Nayla.
Anna Casa Interbors, Unit 2/24, Chelsea Harbour Design Centre,
Lioks Foad, London SW0 (020-7352 8353 wave Annacasa.net).
Anne Autegarden, 102 Avenue Manquis de Villalobar, 1150
Brussels (+32-477 228 ¥58; www.autegarden.com), Atelber van
Lieshout, sov Carpenbers Workshop Gallery, Carpenters
warkshop Gallery, 3 Albemarie Street, London Wi (020-3051
500 www.owdesignoom). Cristina Grajales, 10 Greene Sireet,
Mew Yook 10013 («212-219 994 1: waviristinagrajabising oom).
David Gl Gallerbes, by appointment, 3 Loughborough Street,
London SEL (030-7793 1100 www, A gillgaleries.com). Herm,
via San Giuseppe 2533082, Azzano Decimo («39-0434 6407 33
www_hormith. Josd Marton, see Alle and Siivia Mayla Lamberty,
46 Pimlico Road, Londan SW1 (030-T823 5115 www Lamberieoo,
vkl Liana Yarosiavsky, »335-0941 0980; wawlianayarcom,
Ligne Roset, 23-25 Martimer Street, London W1 and branches
(OETO-TIT T202 www.ligne-roset.oo.uk), Marc Quinm, see
Carpenters Workshop Gallery. Mattla Bomett], see David Gill
Galleries. Wigel Coates, by appointment, 25 Thurloe Strest,
London SW7 (020-TE38 106E; wwwonigelitoates.com) and see
Cristing Grajales. Peflex, see Anna Casa interions. Roberto Rida,
seg Anne Autegarden. Roche Bobols, Smugghers Way, London
SWI1E (D20-E574 2818; www.roche-bobois.com),. Sebastian
Brajkowic, se¢ Carpemens Workshop Gallery, Serhan Glirkan,
+00-F12 291 ER00; weaserhangurian.com. Slhia Nayla, 109
Westboumne Grove, Lomdon W2 (020-7220 2262, wirw sibianayla,
comi, Talisman, 190-192 Ebury Street, London SW1 (020-T730
TBOO; www.talismandondon.com). Wendell Casthe, see Carpenters
Workthap Gallery, Taha Hadbd, see David Gl Galleries.
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